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Legendary go lfer Ben Hogan, who d ied 
in 1 997, was one of the greatest bal l­
strikers the game has known. And 
whi le Hogan left behind a f inely detailed 
blueprint of his much-admired swing -
his book, Five Lessons: The Modern Funda­
mentals of Golf. remains a classic of golf 
instruction - there has always been speculation 
that Hogan did not reveal everyth ing he knew. 
The list of folks who have proffered a guess 
as to what constituted Hogan's "secret" includes 
former caddies, golf writers, teachers and,  of course, 
Hogan's fellow golfers. The secret, they surmised, 
was the position of the right knee d u ring the swing,  or 
a l lowing the body to s l ide forward rather than turn dur ing 
the downswing, or opening the clubface just  a bit at address. 
Thomas Bertrand, a 1 979 Furman graduate, has joined the 
decades-old conversation in  a big way. His book, The Secret of 
Hogan's Swing, hit stores in  October and is l i kely to be the subject 
of some controversy. Co-written with Printer Bowler, author of 
The Cosmic Laws of Golf. and published by Wiley & Sons, the book 
promises to divulge that one piece of information that Hogan kept 
to himself. 
"I th ink the book will be a little controversial because people 
have such a sense of what Hogan's swing was all about, what made 
him such a great bal l -striker," Bertrand says. "I just hope to help 
people understand where Hogan was coming from when he was 
talking about his swing . "  
So how did the 49-year-old Bertrand come to know Hogan's 
secret? How can he claim to have d iscovered what Hogan's 
contemporaries could only speculate about? 
It's a long story, and it's no stretch to say it began at 
Furman. Bertrand, a native of New Jersey, transferred to 
Furman in  1 977 after attending community college in  the 
state and playing on the school's championsh ip  golf tea m .  
He chose Furman because it h a d  a golf course and was 
located in  a temperate cl imate. 
But the f inancial  aid package he needed to play 
golf for the Palad ins never fu l ly materialized, and he 
got a part-time job instead to help pay the bil ls. Sti l l ,  
he enjoyed h is  Furman experience and graduated in  1 979 
with a degree in  polit ical science. 
After graduation, Bertrand and two buddies - Steve Salvatore '80 
and John R i ley '81  - slowly made their way across the country, playing 
golf during the day and work ing i n  restaurants at n ight. They f ina l ly 
settled in  Ca l ifornia, and whi le Sa lvatore and Ri ley ultimately made 
Of Thomas Bertrand's book, Book l ist says, 
"If you read golf instructionals, this one is a must. " 
their way back to the East Coast, Bertrand remained 
in  the Golden State. There he met John Schlee, 
a former PGA Tour winner perhaps best known for 
finishing second to Johnny M i l ler in  the 1 973 U .S .  Open. 
Schlee had developed a close relationship with Hogan 
and listened carefully as the master expounded on the 
intricacies of the golf swing ,  including the one bit of instruction 
that Hogan had never revealed publ icly. 
Bertrand began working with Schlee in  his Maximum 
Go lf  Schools in  the  early 1 980s, first as a pup i l  and later 
as an instructor. S ince Schlee taught the fundamentals 
of Hogan's swing,  Bertrand learned them as wel l .  
Bertrand's relationsh ip  with Schlee waxed and 
waned over the next 15 years; Schlee tried to play 
the Senior Tour, and Bertrand eventually left Maximum 
Go lf  Schools to  open a restaurant. But  Bertrand never 
forgot what Schlee had taught h im,  especially the 
"missing l ink"  in  H ogan's instruct ion.  
Schlee died on h is  51st b irthday in  2000 after 
a lengthy battle with Alzheimer's. That's when Bertrand 
began to th ink about writi ng a book that wou ld  deta i l  
everything he had learned about Hogan's swing.  
"Once John died, I felt it was important to tel l  people 
what I know," says Bertrand, who lives in  Vista, Ca l if ,  with 
his wife and three chi ldren, and is back teaching golf at the 
O lympic Resort. "I wrote this book in  honor of John and what 
he passed on to me." 
If you expect Bertrand to provide you with that single piece 
of advice that wil l suddenly a l low you to h it the bal l  l i ke Hogan, 
you wi l l  be disappointed.  I nstead, the book's text and instructional 
photos offer an exhaustive, finely detailed description of how Hogan 
swung the c lub, from set-up to follow-through .  
Accord ing to Bertrand, there i s  within that sequence a new piece 
of instruction that, for the first t ime, makes Hogan's swing thoughts 
complete. And whi le he wi l l  say that it has to do with how Hogan 
was able to square the clubface so consistently at impact, you' l l  have 
to buy the book to learn more. 
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